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Reading Comprehension Test for 11th Form Students

In this section you are going to read a few short passages. Each passage is followed by a set of multiple-choice questions. Choose the option (A, B, C or D), which you believe best corresponds to what you have read and mark the corresponding letter on your answer sheet.

Text One (Questions 1-5) 
The first element is Fire, represented by the signs Aries, Leo, and Sagittarius. For these people, the first reaction to everything is a physical one. They are the ones most likely to "shoot first and ask questions later." Before they assess the practicality of their actions, before considering the emotional consequences, and before intellectual perceptions have a chance to impose control, Fire sign people need to do something. The moment their interest is aroused, they charge into battle unarmed. In their haste to do something important details may be forgotten or disregarded. They can be unmindful of how their careless actions may hurt or infringe on the rights of others. The positive side of their animated natures is that fire signs possess great courage. They are willing to take chances and do things others would not attempt. Their accomplishments can be legendary if they learn to channel their energy constructively into worthwhile endeavors and develop the patience to complete the projects they initiate. Fire sign people are the most physically active. Aries likes to be active simply as a release of energy. Leo wants to get around in order to enjoy the attention and sociable companionship of others. Sagittarius loves the freedom that comes from being physically independent.

1. People who are born under the Fire element are known to respond with …

A their minds.
B their bodies.
C emotions.
D practical thinking.
2. The phrase "shoot first and ask questions later" means … 

A to be good at sports.
B to ask a lot of questions.
C to be impulsive.
D to be very practical.
3. When Fire Signs are intrigued they … 

A accomplish great things.

B pay close attention to details.

C put feelings of other people first.

D react without thinking.

4. All of these favourable characteristics are about Fire element people EXCEPT: 

A they are brave.
B they try things some people may not undertake.
C they are energetic.
D they are patient.
5. Which sign of the Fire Element gets pleasure from camaraderie and being the focus of others? 

A Sagittarius.
B Leo.
C Aries.
D None of these.
Text Two (Questions 6-9)

Are social media sites changing our brains?

With so many of us spending such a large part of our day (and nights) on sites like Facebook, YouTube and Twitter, it isn’t surprising that people are beginning to question how this behaviour might be changing our lives forever. The 24/7 media influence on our lives has caused many researchers to start looking into our patterns of behaviour, both socially and at work, and also into how our brains might be physically changing.

One negative effect of social networking sites is that we are spending less time talking to each other face-to-face and more time looking at screens on our own. Some doctors are concerned because when we meet people in real life (not online) the human body produces hormones which it needs to function properly. In addition to the physical risks, there is possibility that mental performance is affected, especially in children. With so many children now communicating and playing online, they are not learning certain social skills because they are not receiving regular human contact. This could even include lack of contact with a real teacher in the future as more education will be delivered online.

However, not everyone has a negative opinion about the power of new social media. Some studies have shown that sites like Facebook can improve our mental performance. Take the following study from the University of Arizona: it came to the conclusion that people aged 65 who had a Facebook page did better on mental tests than people who rarely or never used social media. The researchers compared two groups of people over 65: one group often used Facebook and the other group didn’t. The first group did 25% better on a test of their mental skills. It’s believed that this is because when you use a site like Facebook, you are constantly posting new things and reading new information.

As well as testing the brain for mental agility, we can also see inside the brain. Using brain scanning technology, it’s possible to compare the shape of brains and the size of different areas. Recently, the brains of 125 students at the University of London were scanned in a test to assess the impact of Facebook. The study found that students with larger numbers of friends on Facebook had parts of the brain which were larger. So the conclusion was that the Internet is changing our brain. However, the study wasn’t able to judge if this increase in size in parts of the brain was beneficial or not. In other words, we know social media is changing us – what we don’t know is whether it’s for better or worse. The debate continues.

6. Paragraph 2 suggests that children …
A are missing out on human contact.
B need better education in the future.
C are not studying enough because of video games.
D aren’t playing common children’s games.
7. In the test given by the University of Arizona …
A they prevented Group Two from using Facebook.
B 25% of the members of Group Two didn’t use Facebook.
C the scores of Group One were 25% higher.
D people over 65 used social media sites more than scientists had expected.
8. Sites like Facebook might help users’ mental ability because …
A the content of these sites is constantly updated.
B they give older people an opportunity to remember things.
C there is always a lot of interesting information on them.
D they are a good way to communicate with a lot of people.
9. The conclusion of the study at London University was that …
A students who use Facebook have more developed brains.
B students on Facebook do better at their university.
C greater use of Facebook can change the size of the brain.
D all students use Facebook, so their brains are different.
Text Three (Questions 10-14)

 
Foreigners are the best thing that ever happened to Hollywood. Some of the most celebrated directors of “American” films were not born in the United States: Billy Wilder, William Wyler, Frank Capra, Elia Kazan, Mike Nichols, Roman Polanski, John Woo, An Lee - all were born outside the U.S. Of all the Oscars given for best directing since 1929, 27 percent have gone to men for whom English is a foreign language; 23 percent of best-picture winners were directed by a person born in a foreign country. Oddly, though, not one of those prizes has gone to a director from Mexico or South America. That is going to change. Hollywood is in the middle of a Pan-American invasion because of five visionary talents who are likely to become to the next decade what Steven Spielberg, Martin Scorsese, George Lucas and Francis Ford Coppola were to the 1970s. This group of new directors has come out of the art houses and into the spotlight. Mexican director Alfonso Cuaron not only wrote and directed the internationally successful film “Y Tu Mama Tambien,” but followed it with the 2004 international smash “Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban.” His countryman Guillermo del Toro turned a favorite comic book, “Hellboy,” into a hit last spring, and Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu followed his first film, the Oscar-nominated “Amores Perros,” with the acclaimed “21 Grams” starring Sean Penn.


Farther south, Brazilian Fernando Meirelles earned a best-director nomination in 2003 for his film “City of God,” a movie that was produced by fellow Brazilian director Walter Salles, whose film, “Central Station,” earned two Oscar nominations in 1998 and whose new film, “The Motorcycle Diaries,” may obtain best-picture and best-director nominations. 


None of this would have happened without the major sociopolitical changes that occurred in Mexico and South America in the past 20 years. “My generation is the first generation [in South America] to be able to express itself freely,” Salles says. “Until the early ‘80s in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Peru, we were living under military dictatorships, under censorship. If you have not been able to express your voice for 25 years and you finally recover it, there’s a passion to express yourself that has no parallel. This generation of directors and actors has developed from that." This generation of Mexican directors, by contrast, was the first to grow from a different kind of cultural repression. 

10. Of all the Oscars given for best director in the United States 27% have gone to…

A Americans.

B foreigners.

C men whose native language is not English.

D directors from Mexico and South America.

11. Directors from Mexico and South America…

A have obtained Oscars for best picture.

B have obtained Oscars for best director.

C have not yet obtained Oscars.

D will certainly receive an Oscar this year.

12. Steven Spielberg, Martin Scorsese, George Lucas and Francis Ford Coppola…

A are Pan-American directors.

B are talents of the middle of the 20th century.
C will become more known in the next decade.

D are a group of new directors.

13. Which of the following have NOT received an Oscar nomination?

A “Amores Perros”.
B “Central Station”.
C  “City of God”.
D “Motorcycle Diaries”.
14. Which is NOT correct about directors from South America?

A They are the first generation with the freedom to express themselves.

B They lived under military censorship until the early 1980s.

C Their countries have experienced major sociopolitical changes. 

D They remain unable to express their voices to this day.

Text Four (Questions 15-20) 

A rebellious 16-year-old is being forced to sit her GCSE exams wearing a wig because she broke a school rule forbidding strange hairstyles.
Sabrina Cohen was told she would not be allowed to sit her 11 GCSEs after dying her hair bright red. When she refused to return her hair to its normal dark brown colour she was given 10 pounds from school funds to go out and buy a wig. 

Sabrina dyed her hair after having a row with her mother and moving out to live with her friends. Teachers at her school also found unacceptable the ring through her pierced lower lip and ordered her to hide it with a plaster.
Sabrina said: “It’s stupid. They let me sit my exams wearing a wig but not my own hair. I can’t see why red hair makes any difference to my ability to sit and pass exams”. The bright teenager is expected to get 11 A-star grades in her GCSEs.

Sabrina was allowed to carry on taking her GCSEs providing she wears the wig and plasters. She said, however: “The wig gets in my eyes and the plasters get on my nerves and affect my concentration. I am really upset about it as my career is being put at risk over something silly”.

Sabrina hopes to study physics at university but she may now have to find a new school to study for her A levels. Dr Ian Carrero, the headmaster of Sabrina’s school, said that school rules prohibited “strange hair styles” and that the only piercing allowed were on ear lobes. “Strange hair styles could distract other pupils from getting on with their exams”. 
15.   The word "rebellious" in line 1 is closest in meaning to …
A   deaf to arguments.     

B   hard to control.    

C   illogical in behavior.
D   persistent in actions.
16. Sabrina dyed her hair red after …
A   she had quarrelled with her boyfriend.   

B   the headmaster had forbidden her take GCSEs. 

C   she had not been accepted to the university.     

D   she had had a conflict with her mother.  
17.  The wig that Sabrina had to wear …
A   made her nervous.   

B   put her at risk.   

C   made her uncomfortable.    

D  caused skin irritation.
18. It can be inferred from the passage that … 
A   Sabrina’s mother disliked her school friends.
B   Sabrina’s friends stood up to protect her.   

C   Sabrina was frustrated by headmaster’s decision. 
D   Sabrina’s teachers didn’t dye their hair.
19. According to the passage, Sabrina found her school’s decision …
A  unbiased .      

B  ungrounded.      

C  unambiguous.     

D. untimely. 
20.  The headmaster found Sabrina’s hair colour unacceptable because pupils around might …
A    want to copy her example and dye their hair.  

B    find it unnatural, revolting and disgusting.  

C    have difficulty to concentrate in the exam halls.   

D   think of other ways of changing their appearance.
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